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nto the right Honourable, the Lords of His Ma- 
' geſhies moſt Honourable Prity Councul, 


The PETITION of 


ir John Hill late Collonel of the Regiment at 
Fort-Willam. 


Humbly ſheweth, | 
Hat whereas Captain Allan Cathegrt, Captain James SHenzies, and Captain Thomas 


Hamilton, Ofhcers in your Petitioners late Regiment, having preſented a Petrie 
on to the Lords of his Majeſties Privy Council, alledging thai I, my Licutenant 
Collonel and Fohbn Forbes my Faftor, had detained in theic hands a conſiderable 
art of the (aids Captains their pay unaccounted for, pointing at the ſeveral Suns received 

the Lieutenant Collone], for defraying the Expences of his ſeveral jourreys to London 
a the Regiments Service, anc that he had beneticed himſelf by the {ids journeys, and did 
ittle or no ſervice tothe Regiment. And they allo crave that Johns Forbes may be ordai- 
ed to produce the Compt Books and Bills of the Reginent, all whick matter your Lords 
ips has remicte1 to a Committee to hear both parties Procurators, ad tore port. Ycur 
etitioner with all ' umility, begs leave to repreſent how groundleſs this Complaint is,and 
iſo to State the true ſteps of my Adminiſtration of the Regiments Aﬀeair, as follows. 

1 YourPetitioner eſtabliſhed Mr, Forbes as his FaQtor for uplifting the Regiments pay 
xom the general Receivers, and to remit the ſaine either in ſpecie.. or to anſwer ſuck Bills, 
s 1, or any I ſhould impower, todraw upon him from 1nzerneſe or elſe where,ard which 
oneyy <ither remitted by B:Il or otherways, was always given to theſe appointed to pay 
ut of the Weekly pay of the reſpeQive. Companies of the Regiment, lyivg in Gariſon at 
ort-William or elle where, and the ſaid Mr. Forbes came up trom Fdinbargh to Fo't Wile 
law, ſometimes twice, and always once every year, and cumprted tuily ai.d faurly for his 
atromiffions, and delivered*to the commanding Officer of each E,mpany a ftated -accomy£ 
f Charge and Diſcharge, and delivered io :hem a Credential or Receipt urder their own 
ands of the Article that was payed out by hm, and Mr, Corsbie and John Cirant who were 
| Ithediſpenſers of the Money remitted in manner foreſaid to the Girifon and Pay cm. ſRters of 

the Weekly pay of the whole Companies of the Regimert, QC mpied alſo for 
their Intromiſſions at the ſaid time : and produced their Books, wiierein were infer: a 4e- 
ceipt, either by the commanding Officer of each Cc mpany himielf, or by thoſe ihey authos 
rized touplift their Companies pay Weekly» for every Article ſtated in their Diſcharge, 
and the foreſaids receipts were immediatly after peruſal, and t xzmination cancci)d by the 
Officers themſelves, leſt they ſhould be probative againſt them ar the next compiin;, where= 
upon Compting being lo fail; ated, Receipt. d. livered up, Bookscancelled as ſaid is, rhe 
ſaid Mr, Forbes obtained a full and ample Diſcharge from ihe commands Ofhcer of £ich 
 Company,o: their own Companies, and ſub alterns full pay, diſcharging tm and all others 
| of all Accompts preceeding the dates of the ſaids reſpettive Diſcharges, whica Dich irges 
| the ſaid Mr, Forbes reported to me, andat the ſame time made up the Accompts of the 
| Cloathing, and it any ballance was the ſame by my order was delivered into tie Pay- 
| maſter for Subfiſting the Regiment, ti!lmore Money ſhould come up, and for defraying 
' the Expences of the Emergencies and Exigencies of the Regiment, and after peruſal of the 

foreſaid Diſcharges and Examination of the Cloathing Accom pts, being all verificd by in- 
' ſtruRions and credentials unconteftable, I accordingly gave to the ſaid Mr. Foybes his fall 
| and ample Dicharge witha clauſe of Regiſtration, Diſcharging him and all others of their 
| Jatromiſſions, preceeding the date of the ſaid Diſcharge, and all the Captains of the Re- 


oiment at every Compting received [tated Abſtrats of all their Pay by way of principal 
| aud 


; 


and Additional Accompt, which was payed to them by Mr; Forbes and the Pay-n 
ar the Gariſon, which Accomprs if they will but produce before your Lordſhipy, 
pot -nly eaſtely perceive how unjuſt the Complainers are, but aJfo that every Othy 
th: R: giment has received all the King allows them, by the «ftabliſhment, and na 
f:xpence detained from them forany contigencie of the Regiments Expences whatſony 
So ihat it ſurprizes your Petitioner, how any Complaint ſhould be ſuſtained, af.er þ 
I:ma a way of TranſaQing matters by Compt and reckoniog, and Diſcharges, 
2. Your Petitioner as being Collonel to the Regiment, had the undoubted and al 
Jute Kight of diſpoſing of the Retention- Money 3 not only for the Cloathing, bur f 
ther neceſſary uſes in relation :o the Regiment ; for by the conſtant praQtice of 
Scots Forces abroad and at home, and by His Majeſties ſpecial Deciſions, it any Co 
el keep his Regiment in good order, well Mounted with all neceſſar Abuilzimentst 
Suuldicr whatſomeverz if by the Collonek care and Induſtery, anything be ſave 
the Cloathing Money, it belonged to the Collonel as his juſt perquilit,, and an Rey 
for his extraordivary care and Diligence, and Condu@t in his Regiments Afﬀeairs, and 
defraying the contingent Expenſe the Collonels are uſually at, in Supporting the 
cerns and JTatereſt ofthe Regiments * And it%s very well known both by my Officery 
others, that no Regiment in Ris Majeſties Service upon the Scots Eſtabliſhment, ( 
Cut derogation to one or other ) was better Mounted, and appointed than my Rt 
ment always was upn all occaſions not ſo much as Combs to their Heads and Buck] 
their Shoes, but } provided them with, 2nJ looked after the Wellfare of the Souldier 
it they had been my Childrenz and within eight Months of the Regiments Disbavding 
Cloathed all of them with double Mounting, #0 wit, each Souldier With a riew 
Coat, red Coat, rwo Linen Shirts, a pair of Bretches, Shoes and Stockings, with 
Buft-velts, and Baginots and Patiterntaſhes, and new Capes : And eact vcrgeant wir 
new Scarlet Coat mounted with Gilded Buttons, and broad Gold Lace aid other Fy 
ture conforms and after | had certain knowle.'ge that the Regiment was to be Disbat 
£d, I payed out 8o lib. ſterling for Cravates which I gave to my Officers to divide 
mongit the Souldiers to Incourage them, that if His Majeſtie ſhould after yard have « 
calion tor ther, they might the more willingly and readily Ingage in the. Siſiice - 
that it apppears nor, by what Title the Complainers can pretend to the Remains of 
Cloaihing Money, if any were, that pertains of right to me as ſaid js. 
3, Your Petitioner can boldly affirm that there was never any Collonel in my circu; 
ſtavees mire open handed and Liberal, both to the Officers and Souldiers than [ was, 
rez-rd that of «times when there was any & :ing ſaved in the Cloathing Money; I comp 
menared my Officers, in fo far as, that at one time 1 beſtowed for 40 beaten flyer Hu 
or Collars, and as many Silken Saſhes which coſt upwards of xooo Crowns? And all 
at another rime | beſtowed on my Sergeants, 26 Silver beaten hilted Swords, with Buff 
belts and large Silver Buckles which coſt about 7 libs ſterling per price, beſides ſevi 
ral conſiderable Grarifications in Money beſtowed on my ſaids Officers as I thought tt 
beſt delerved, and nothing thereof they ever did, or could acclaim as their Right z bv 
I could have kept all in my own Pocket, and by which Att of Liberelity, I hay 
Enriched my Officers, and Impoveriſhed my (elf, And have alſo defrayed 
the incident Charges that happened to befall the Regiment without exaRting one Si 
pence from my Ofticers, although I cauld have made them pay a part thereof 
it | had ſo pleaſed, eyen out of their own perſonal Pay, a great deal of it having bee 
expended at their importunity, and for their deſigned and endeavoured good,and I cam 
not think that theſe my Pecds of Liberality, and Deftriburions on ſuch ſpecial conſider 
tions enticles the Complainers to challenge an Intereſt in the Remains of the Retention 
C ifany were  ) whether | will or not, or otherways than as I was pleaſed to diſtribute 
the ſame. X 
And your Petitioner craves leaveto be ſo juſt to Heutenant Colionel Forkes as to acknows 
J-ige, that the Money I gave him was for going five or fix ſeveral times to London, and 
Flanders the Regimems erranes3 and doing the Regiment ſome very good offices, although: 
»: his laſt journey his endeavours failed him, and ſome of which iexpences and errands, the! 
Collonel humbly offers the following Accotnpt, ! 
1. In the year 1692, Lieutenant Collonel Forbes then Major to the Regiment, was: 
{et to London ro repreſent the circumftances of the Regiment and Gariſon of Fort- Williaes : 
and particularly that they had not aMiniſter to Preach the Goſpel, and that the E- 
i zblifhment of the Regiment wanting a Gunner and Matrofles wherefore 1 was ne- 
cellitate 


| 
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a effitat to apply the pay allotted bor the Miniſter, To pay the Gunner and two Mattroſſes 
 ſeing 5t that time the Clannes that were in Armes againſt the Government were not recuc- 
TY ed,ind the Gariſon was invironed with Enemies on all hanos. Ard allo (0 1tpreient that 
uy the Poor Soldiers were in ſtraits through the want ot Bed-cloths,and Fyring tc: theGuards 
WW ind Drugs tor uſe of the Soldiers, in which Journey the Licutananr-Colonel was ſucceis:v!, 
bf and procured His Majeſties moſt Gracious Letter rv the Theſaury anenc the 1a:vs macrers; 
| As alſo obtained an Addition of the Gunners Pay, co the Eſtabliſhwenr ar che rice of five 
ſo, Ferl p r diem, Andallo 150 lib. Ferl, per Annum, to buy Bed-Cloths ro the oor 
lo Soldiers; AS allo 100 1ib, [iirl, to buy Fyring, and 3o 4b: to buy Drugs per Annum, 1n 
of all rime coming,; curing the ſtanding of the Kegimenc, And tor which jJuu:ney, audio 
ol ood Services, only gave to my Licutenant-Colonel 160 1b. terl, But he d:ciarcd he ipent 
io 300 116, #erl more of his proper Money, and no pact of the 169 {ib ſierb, came out of any ot 
ve nm, Otficers Pockers, bur out of the Cloathing-Money. 
en 2. /n the Year 1694, the Regiment laboured under great hardſhip, eſpecially the Poor 
Coldiers, becauſe ot the Dearth of all Liquors, by reaſon of the heavy E&xciic, payed by tte 
Brewers to Sir Tomas Kennedy, Tackimen of the Annexed Exciſe, and 10 Agan Gord'n 
of Additional i x:iie, and to theirSubtackſmen, ſo that a poor Soldier could not get A 
YPint of Aleunder a Groat, and three ſhilling the worſt, which occafivned the puor yol- 
\gicts ro drink the Water of the Place, which is iruly either Brickiſh or Muffic, and un- 
whoilom*, whereby they contraRed Fluxes and Scurvies, whereot many 7+ ed, ' ſo that [ 
Comm ſfiooacd my Licurenanc-(:olonel to go to 1 9zdon; becauſe ] could nor leave the 
"gFGariton my ſelf, to rep:eſent the hard circumſtances of the Soldiers and he according 
w ply went, and upon - udience of his Sac:ed Maj:ſty, .o>tained bis Majeſties Lertrer,not only 
Fro ex:em the Gir:lonot Fort William, tiom payment of any Exciſe 10 all time coming, and 
withile keep it out of all ſubicquent Tacks, but g-anted Warrand to tie Lords cf the The- 
zury to give Abatemeut to the Principal Fackim.n ot the Exciſe of 90 /ib, flerling for 
hat current Year, as the Copy of the Kings Letter, Dated the Day of 
tbruary 1595 doth veri-e, with all wiich the Lords of the Theſiuiie 
zwirg complyed the 90 lib, ſterling wais retounded, and the Garion freed 
Wrom Exciſe thereafter,. As alſo abouc the laid time the Foncs for the Armies Pay falling 
hort, the Lords of Theſiu:y did reduce che Reg:ment ra halt Pay, wherewit}, it h2d beea 
mpoſſible for chem to ſubſiitz ſorhar I was n:cſhee to caule my Lieutenire-Colo» 
el ro ſtay ar Courr, to repreſent the Difficulties the Regimen: would ly unJer, if fo 
dealt with, anent which his Majeſty was allo graciouſly pleaſed to heir him tully: and ale 
hough the Lieut=nant Colionel mct with mucn Oppoſition, ſome of the Colionels of ihe 
Wcors Forces being thenart Coure, and infinuating that the Gariſons Difficul-ies wes not (o 
Þreat as was repreſented, only of purpote to oilappoint them o! their Pretences, becauſe :t 
Whv25 cer: ain, the better and more Fay that Regiment got, though in contemplation 9f its 
Shard circumſtances, the reſt of the Aimy wou'd ger leſs aid worſe pay , yetatrer a!l, His 
ajefſty was graciouſly pleaſed to take the Regiments caſe to his Confiieratien, and 
«Prin the Lords of Theſaury to make diſtintion 10 the payment, betwixt my Regiment 
Wod the reſt of the Forces, and to pay the Regliinent as formerly 3 a$ the Copy o! his Mas 
ſties Letterdated the 28 of February 1694, dot? more fully narrates and the Expenſe 
| this ſo long & laborious an Expedition being exchange8call 410 (rb ſterling was allo pay- 
fd out of theCloathing-money,and no part thereof came out of theOflicers Pockets2|though 
ahey were all benefited thereby,not only by having hail pay in place of hal'p:y;'-ur l;kewiſe 
 carjorh Officers and Souldiers, had the drinking their Liquors Exciſe free, and better ard 
deraſheaper, And the (aid 410 lib. fterling being but the Lieutenant Collonels neat Expens 
ations, [ leaye ir to any thinking perſon, it he deſerved nora Grar'fication befide, 
ibutef| 2. In the year 1695,the Lientenant Collonel,and one Captain Fargehar in the Collonels 
evpiment, went from the Gatiſon to Loxden, and from that to Flaygers, and letved as 
now«F olunteers at the Siege of Nawnre and recurned from Flanders by way of London, where 
and'Þhe Lieutenant Co lonel did the Regiment Service ; and that Campaigne coſt him at leaft 
pugh:Þ he declares, 500 /ib,#erling betore he returned to Scotland, but no man can {ay that he 
the'Jemanded any thing for. his Service done to the Regiment at that time, and thetefoie [ 
Pare making mention of it, 
was? 4, in the year 169 7,whenthe Peace was concluding. the Officers of my Regiment at the 
liaw :bariſon, Addreſt rae to fend Lieutenant Collonel Forbes ro Flangers, toule his Intereſt 
E- & Endeavours for the ſtanding of the Reg:ment:and they would hear ofnone to go but him, 
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becauſe he had formely been ſo ſacceſſful in obtaining favours for the Regimeg]| 
and if I be not very much miſtaken, ſome of the compleaning Officers that were thenF 
the Gariſon, went with ſeveral others of the Officers to [-verneſs where the Lieutenne 
Collonel was poſted, and importuned him to undertake the Negotiation and brought hif 
to the Gariſon, where all the Officers that were then preſent, unanimouſly ſolicited 
to let him go, which Solicitation I ſhifted, and purpoſed to divert the Othe 
from ary iuch Reſolution, flureing them that they behooved to pay all the Lieutennef 
Collonel his Expenſes out of their own Pockets,and one of the three complaining Offidf 
then anſwered with an ſolemn Oath, that be rather would pay his proportion of whate 
Expenſes the Leutennant-Collonel would be at upon that occafion out of his proper x 
than that his !ourney were longer retarded,for the ſooner he went away it would be 
better; $o becauſe ofthe Officers Importunity, I complyed with their defire, and 
n- xi day with their unanimous conſent, diſpatched the Leiuteanant- Collonel, and g 
bim IJaltruQions, with which he immediatly went to London, and from that to Flang 
where the King and Court was, and there Ibelieve my Leiutennent Gollonel uſed his k 
Endeavours tor the Regiments Intereſt, and came from Flavders to Lowdon, and tt 
waited full four Moneths, hoping the beſt and fearing the worſt, and till uſing his | 
Endeavours, altho' they proved unſucesful,and the very complaining Officers, would 
allow him to 4iſpare of theRegiments ſtanding, but ſent him up Letters of Recommenda 
from their Friends, to great men at Court, and alwile adviſcivg him to ſpare no Exx 
in the 4 fair, which oblidged him to ſtay longer, and make new Attempts, which pur | 
afſuredly to great Charges, and the Leutennent=Collonel his Expenſes in the ſaid Negori 
on, amounted to Joo. and odd Hb, Serling only. Tae remander of the 7 20. /ib. condeſce 
ed on by the Complainers, was for the Exchange of the Bills, and a 109. /tb, given to Cap 
Mackulloch, & Captain Farquher, wh9 were truely deſerving of it,upon ſcveralConfiderati 
ao0n:c: T'ry here robe mentioned, and no part of the ſaid 920. lib. ſterling, came ou 
the Offi-ers their pockets* nor was ſtopped of their pay, but was payed out of the Cle 
ing Nion:y; Andastothe 200. lib, complained of as received by the Leurennent-G 
Jew ) {+ + :8 311 che Remuneration he received, for his extraordinary Toy] and Fatj 
in going the Regiments Errands,and no part of the ſaid Sum came out of the Officers Pr 
bur ajlennerly out of that Fond, which Icould have applyed as I ple 
and the Lieutennent Collonel might have juſtly contended for more than. 
ſaid Sum, in reg.aird, That 1. At at the modeling of the Regiment, the ſaid Lieutenr 
Collonel brought 6c0 Pee-coats, and as many Shoes and ſhirts to the Rei:iment, whid 
never got any Allowance for, tho his {aid doing ſaved a confiderable Sum to the R 
ment, and was the firft occafion cf my havirg any Remains of the Clozthi 
Money. And 2. Hegave the Granadeer Company 60 Bags, Badges, Paterntaſhes 
B giners, at the value of 3o /ib. ſterling. And 3. The laid Lieutenent-Collonel before 
Azcnt was iniploved, he not only did the Regiments Buſineſs; and received the firſt 
Months Fay os tbe Reigment at Edinburgh, but likeways brought the ſame up upon! 
own Charges and F.xpenies to the Garriſon, for which I think he at leaſt ſhould have 
{zme Fees that the Agent hath nad Monthly fince that time, which will amount to no 
than co/ b. fierli-g and upwards,and I might add to this a great many other Reaſons, wh 
15 need leis to trouble yourLordſhips withz81f T were to make anAccompt of theAdvants 
and Caſualities that ſome of the complaining Officers have had fince their coming to 
P eigment,and thit with very litle trouble or Fatigue, (whereof neither the Lieutenent (C 
lonel nor I neither had nor could haveany ſhare) yourLordſhips would find them very 
kind & now how this groundle(s Complaint comes about,is to me a matter of Admirati 
F r at the clearing and disbanding of the Regiment, there was not the leaſt Mention of 
{ycn Complaint, but on the contrair. And of 200 or 300 ib. that remained of Balla 
ot the Cioathing Money, I gave to the commanding Officers of each Comp 
ſome part grtutioſhe.as will appear by theſtated Accompts in their own hands,not ſo n 
very Pole-Money, Agent Fees, anda great part of their Pondage, butI payed : 


May it therefore pleaſe your Lordſhips, not only to Afoilzie your Petitioner fi 
ſuch a grundleſs and unkind complaint z But alſo to abſolve Lieutenant-Collonel K 
bes and theAgent, Thatthey may nor ſuſtain any trouble or loſs,through the moſt fa 
ful tervices, which they have not only done to your Petitioner ; But likeways to « 
Regiment. And your Petitioner ſhall ever pray. Sie Swbſcribi 
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